

Cohoctah Township, Livingston County
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

December 2, 2010

The regular meeting of the Cohoctah Township Planning Commission was called to order at 8:15 pm at the Township Hall, 10518 Antcliff Rd, Fowlerville.  Members present:  Palmerton, Blainey, Beach, Charette, Heida, Twp Brd Rep Buckner; twp attorney Kehoe; twp ZA T Thomas; Kline-Hudson [Co Plan Dept]; 4 citizens. [Wines absent]

Approval of Agenda – add “Definition” to New Business.  Motion by Charette, support by Heida to approve agenda as amended.  Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes – Motion by Charette, support by Beach to approve minutes of November regular meeting as presented.  Motion carried.  

PUBLIC HEARING:  Proposed 2010 Master Plan – Motion by Charette, support by Heida to open Public Hearing for proposed new Cohoctah Township Master Plan, motion carried.  Public comments: none.  Since final adoption won’t take place until after the new year, document shall be referred to as the 2011 Cohoctah Township Master Plan.  With no comments from public, motion by Charette, support by Heida to close public hearing.  Motion by Charette, support by Blainey to offer the following resolution:  WHEREAS, the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (PA 33 of 2008 as amended) authorizes the Planning Commission to prepare a Master Plan for the use, development and preservation of all lands in the Township; and WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has prepared a proposed Master Plan and submitted the plan to the Township Board for review and comment in accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act; and WHEREAS, on September 9, 2010, the Cohoctah Township Board received and reviewed the proposed Master Plan prepared by the Planning Commission and authorized distribution of the Master Plan to the Notice Group entities identified in the Michigan Planning Enabling Act; and WHEREAS, notice was provided to the Notice Group entities as required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act; and WHEREAS, the Planning Commission properly noticed and held a public hearing on December 2, 2010 to consider public comment on the proposed Master Plan, and to further review and comment on the proposed Master Plan; and WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the proposed Master Plan is desirable and proper and furthers the use, preservation, and development goals and strategies of the Township; and WHEREAS, the Township Board has exercised by resolution its right to approve or reject the proposed Master Plan pursuant to the authority to do so as provided in MCL 125.3843; and WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has undertaken the review of existing land uses in the Township, a review of the existing Master Plan provisions and maps, input received from the Township Board and public hearing and with the assistance of the Livingston County Planning Department; and  WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the Master Plan will accurately reflect and implement the Township’s goals and strategies for the use, preservation, and development of lands in Cohoctah Township; and WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds the proposed Master Plan is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical; and WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has considered the character of the Township and its suitability for particular uses, judged in terms of factors such as trends in land and population development and believes the proposed Master Plan will best promote public health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity and general welfare in accordance with the Township’s present and future needs; and WHEREAS, the proposed Master Plan addresses one or more of the following: a system of transportation to lessen congestion on the streets, safety from fire and other dangers, light and air, healthful and convenient distribution of population, good civic design and arrangement as well as wise and efficient expenditure of public funds, public utilities such as sewage disposal and water supply and other public improvements, recreation and the use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability.  THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:  

1.  Approval of 2011 Master Plan.  The Planning Commission hereby approves the proposed 2011 Master Plan and recommends to the Cohoctah Township Board the approval and adoption of the proposed 2011 Master Plan, including all of the chapters, figures, maps and tables contained therein. 

2.  Distribution to the Township Board.  The Planning Commission hereby authorizes submittal of the proposed 2011 Master Plan to the Cohoctah Township Board for its review and action in accordance with the Planning Enabling Act and to the Livingston County Planning Department for its review according to the Planning Enabling Act.  Upon roll call vote the following voted:  “Aye”:  Blainey, Beach, Heida, Charette, Buckner, Palmerton.   “Nays”:  none.  Absent: Wines.  The Chair declared the foregoing resolution adopted.

First Call to the Public – no comments.              

Matters Pertaining to the General Citizenry – none 

Unfinished Business  

a) 16.06G – modifications suggested by Twp Brd to remove fees from ordinance, to require exterior to be completed before application can be made for accessory structure in order to build larger than otherwise allowed for.  Twp attorney to draw up amendment to 16.06G of Cohoctah Twp Zoning Ordinance.

New Business 

a) Drainage way definition – ZBA determined definition of drainage way “as an area that serves to drain water from one area to another.”   Twp attorney to draw up amendment to 17.04A of Cohoctah Twp Zoning Ordinance.

Second Call to Public – no comments.
Adjournment – Motion by Beach, support by Charette to adjourn meeting at 8:48 pm.  Motion carried.

Next Meeting Date – January 7, 2011

Respectfully submitted by

______________________________________________________

Darlene Blainey, Corresponding Secretary

Prepared by

____________________________________________

Karen Thurner, Recording Secretary


