COHOCTAH TOWNSHIP NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2010


Cohoctah Township

Township Business Hours 
The Township office is in the Township Hall at

 10518 Antcliff Rd. (Between Cohoctah and Gannon Roads)

Hours are: 
Tuesday 10:00 to 2:00 pm


Wednesday 10:00 to 2:00 pm


Thursday 10:00 to 2:00 pm


517-546-0655

Mail Delivery: 6950 Owosso Rd

Fowlerville MI 48836

Cohoctah Township Board

Meetings are held monthly, every second Thursday at 8:00

p.m., at the Township hall, 10518 Antcliff Road (between 

Cohoctah and Gannon roads). 

Public attendance and comments welcome.

Mark Fosdick, Supervisor.. . . . . . . . . . . . .517-223-4813 

Brenda Meek, Clerk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …517-223-1274 

Tami Bock, Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .517-546-2510 

William Thurner, Trustee. . . . . . . . . . . . . .517-546-8307 

Fred Buckner, Trustee.. . . . . . . . . . . . . ….517-404-6623

Township Assessor

Cathy Groce, Assessor, holds office hours in the Township 

hall every Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. or by 

appoint​ment. Call 517-546-4030.

The legal responsibility of paying taxes on the correct parcel rests with the taxpayer. If you have moved or if there are errors in your assessment, descriptions, address or ownership, it is your responsibility to notify the Township Assessor.

Street Lights

If you see a street light in the Township that is out, please report it to the Township Hall at 517-546-0655. The Township pays a monthly charge whether they are lit or not.

Township Web Site

Visit the Township website for meeting minutes, Township forms and community updates. It has a link to the Township’s zoning ordinance for easy reference. Our website is www.cohoctahtownship.org  Please let us know if you are looking for information or links that are not currently available. We welcome your suggestions on how we might improve the site.

Planning Commission

The Cohoctah Township Planning Commission, deals

with zoning and land use, meets on the first Thursday 

of every month at 8:00 p.m. at the township hall. 

The public is invited to attend these meetings. 

Francis Palmerton, Chairperson, 517- 223-3187

Zoning Board of Appeals

The Cohoctah Township Zoning Board of Appeals deals

with problems with the zoning laws in regards to individual 

pieces of prop​erty. Meetings are held as needed and are 

open to the public. Notices of meetings are published 

in the Livingston County Daily Press & Argus and are 

posted at the township hall. 

Bill Thurner, Board Representative, 517- 546-8307.

Township Zoning Administrator

The Zoning Administrator works for the Township and 

is involved in land use, signs, violations, and other 

planning issues. He does not have office hours but 

may be contacted at the number below:

Todd Thomas, Zoning Administrator  . .  . 517-861-1789 

Township Park

The Township Board has been working with the 4H horse 

leaders group for quite a few years to improve the facilities 

at the Township park at Preston and Allen Roads. 

The 4H has donated both volunteer labor and money as  

well as construction equipment to assist the Township 

in the development and improvement of the horse 

arena areas and the park in general.

Please stop by and see the playscape that was purchased 

jointly with 4H memorial funds and Township monies.

We greatly appreciate the 4H group because this development 

would not have happened without their efforts and funding. 

.

4th of July Parade on Monday 5th of July!!!
The 21th Annual Fourth of July Parade festivities begin at 9:00am and run through 1:00pm on Monday the 5th of July, this year only!

· Arts & Craft Sale

· Display of antique farm machinery, tractors and autos

· Free bounce house for the kids

· Free cotton candy

· Free Face Painting

· Kid’s decorated bike contest

· Kid’s sidewalk chalk drawing contest

Parade starts at 11 am in downtown Cohoctah on Monday, July 5, 2010 Roads close at 10 am. Check the Township website for entry forms and the latest information. www.cohoctahtownship.org
Pancake Breakfast at the Oak Grove United Methodist Church 6686 Oak Grove Rd. 7:00am to 9:30am. No Charge (free will offering accepted)

Pig Roast at the Calvary Bible Church 1389 Elm Street. Starts after parade. No Charge (free will offering accepted)

Share your photos of the day’s events. Selected photos will be placed for one year on the Township’s web site. Submit your photos to Cohoctah Township, 6950 Owosso Rd Fowlerville MI 48836.

Volunteers are needed! Call Karen Thurner Parade Chairperson at 517-546-8307 to volunteer or with any questions on the parade or the other activities.

Household Hazardous Waste

The Livingston County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Center is located at 426 S. Highlander Way in Howell.

No Materials will be accepted without an appointment

Please call 517-545-9609 to set an appointment.

Info on materials accepted at www.co.livingston.mi.us/solidwaste/hhwitems.asp
Household Batteries

The Township Hall is a collection site for the proper disposal of household batteries. You may drop them off during township business hours. No appointment needed.

Thank You!

The Township would like to thank Jim Armstrong of Armstrong

Masonry, Dan Barton of Daniel Barton Electrical Contracting for their donation of time and machinery at the large item trash day; also Carl Morgan for his clean up of area roads. And to all those volunteers who gave their time and effort. Thanks!

ITC Rebuilding High Voltage Power Lines

ITC Holdings through its subsidiary Michigan Electric Transmission Company will be rebuilding a 138,000 volt transmission line that serves parts of Oakland, Livingston and Ingham Counties and passes through Cohoctah Township. The Oakland-Tihart rebuild project is designed to improve the reliability of the high-voltage electrical grid in the area by replacing 70 year old wood H-frame structures with more durable single-pole steel structures.

The Oakland-Tihart line runs east to west approximately 43 miles, entering Cohoctah Township just south of Hidden Lake and proceeding across the township to Owosso Road south of Maxwell Road where it enters Conway Township. Work will begin in early 2011 and is scheduled to be completed by December 2011.

Residents who have questions about the project are invited to call the ITC customer line at 877-482-4829.

Thomas Jefferson

“To take from one because it is thought that his own industry 

and that of his father’s has acquired too much, in order to 

spare others, who, or whose fathers, have not exercised equal 

industry and skill, is to violate arbitrarily the first 

principle of association-the guarantee to every one of a free 

exercise of his industry and the fruits acquired by it.”

Need Help in these Tough Times? Call 2-1-1


The 2-1-1 line provides an easy to remember telephone number 

that connects residents with important community services and volunteer opportunities 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Septic System Do’s and Don’ts

What goes down your drain can have a major impact on how well 

your septic system works. A garbage disposal takes a lot of water to move scraps down the drain. Once in the tank, some of the solids 

break down by bacterial action, but most of the grindings will have 

to be pumped out. Using a disposal could cause you to have your 

tank pumped more often. Composting is a better way to recycle 

kitchen scraps.

Plant only grass over and near the septic system. Roots from nearby trees and shrubs can cause damage.

Don’t drive or park vehicles on any part of your septic system. 

Doing so can compact the soil and damage the pipes.

Your system should be inspected to determine if pumping is needed every 3 to 5 years, depending on the number of persons in the household and the size of the system.


Howell Area Fire Department 
Dust Control

The Cohoctah Township Board completed an addition to our fire station on Oak Grove Rd. The addition gives the firefighters some living space in the building for meetings, meals and sleeping. The original station when built did not anticipate having full time firefighters stationed on a permanent basis at the facility.

Cemetery

Burial sites are available in the Sanford Cemetery (Chase Lake Road) and Boutell Cemetery (Jones Road). To purchase a site, contact Karen Thurner, Township Sexton, 517-546-8307.

Township Park Committee

The Township is looking for people interested in becoming members of the new Park Committee. The purpose is to plan the development and use of the existing park and plan for future needs.  If you would be interested in serving, contact Mark Fosdick, Township Supervisor, 517-223-4813


The Township will be putting applications of brine on 

the township controlled dirt roads at least two times this season: around Memorial Day and Fourth of July. This is funded 

through the Township’s voter approved road millage.

Alchin’s Recycling/Drop-off Center

Alchin’s Disposal is now offering a recycling drop off center located at 9900 W. Grand River; Fowlerville MI. Hours are 11am to 4pm Monday thru Thursday for recycling. The price for recycling is $3.00 per visit. They offer an annual membership of $20.00 per household or a senior (55 or older) annual membership of $15.00 per household.  Please check into the office before dropping off items. For a list of recycle items that are accepted please go to their web site www.alchinsdisposal.com/recycling.html  or phone 517-223-7119.

2010- 2011 TRASH DISPOSAL 

Cohoctah Township contracts with Alchin's Disposal service for trash pickup. If you would like to participate, please read the guidelines and fill out the form below.

Service for July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011 will still cost $156. There are no refunds!

Senior Discounts (55 or older) are available directly from Alchin’s Disposal call 517-223-7119.

General Guidelines:

A. The amount of trash collected weekly from each house​hold will be limited to the equivalent of 6 (30 gallon) trash bags.

B. Trash must be placed at roadside by 6:00 a.m. pickup day. (Friday is pickup day for most of the township). Pickup will be the next working day after holidays or bad snow storms.

C. Trash must be placed in plastic trash bags or garbage cans. Each trash container shall not weigh more than one person could reasonably be expected to lift.


D. Appliances and large items such as chairs, hot water tanks, etc. will be extra. The charge will be deter​mined by the size and bulk of material. Pickup of these items must be arranged in advance. Call Alchin’s at 517-223-7119.

E. The trash collector will NOT pick up dirt, fire ash, dead animals, animal waste, grass clippings, shrubbery, brush or tree trimmings, flammable materials or any other items prohibited by law to be collected.

F. Residents may rent a curb cart directly from Alchin's Disposal 517-223-7119. Do not send curb cart money to the Township!

To start or renew service, your check for $156 payable to Cohoctah Township must be re​ceived by June 30, 2010.

Mail payments to: COHOCTAH TOWNSHIP 

6950 Owosso Rd

Fowlerville, MI 48836

Or drop your payment at the Township hall drop box at anytime.

Please clip and send the following information along with a check for a non-refundable $156 

Payable to Cohoctah Township to include your household in the Township's trash service.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------​

Attached is our non-refundable payment of $156 payable to Cohoctah Township to include us in Alchin’s Disposal Service.  Payment due by June 30, 2010. Mail to: Cohoctah Township 6950 Owosso Rd, Fowlerville MI 48836
Name_____________________________________________Phone______________________________          

Street & Number _______________________________________________________________________

City______________________Zip_______________Signature__________________________________

Town Hall

The township hall is available for use by residents. Call the Township Office at 517-546-0655 during business hours for reservations.

Get $30.00 for your old working Refrigerator or Freezer 

Consumers Energy is offering a program in 2010 that will pick up your old working refrigerator or freezer for Free and give you a $30.00 credit. Call 877-270-3519 or get more details at www.consumersenergy.com/eeprograms/Landing.aspx?ID=803
Comments

Your comments and information for future newsletters should be sent to: Bill Thurner, P.O. Box 274, Cohoctah, MI 48816-​0274. Phone 517-546-8307.

Who is Driving the Road Repairs? 

Many residents do not realize that local roads, including the construction and maintenance are under the jurisdiction of the County. The Township receives no transportation funding. The Board works with the County Road Commission to set priorities for maintenance but over the past few years the county has spent less in the rural townships. Last year we spent over $100,000.00 on road paving because the roads needed the work for safety and the county was not willing to even match the money we spent. This is funded through monies in the general budget and funds from the Voter Approved road millage. We have more paved  roads that badly need work, contact the County Road Commission at 517-546-4250 or email them at mail@livingstonroads.org and let them know that our roads need repairing too.
Applications for land use, temporary mobile homes, swimming pools, dog kennels, signs, home occupation, etc. are available from the Township Office or on line. For more information call Zoning Administrator Todd Thomas 517-861-1789 

Expenditures

Cohoctah Township General Fund Expenditures for Year Ending March 31, 2010 were $663,383. Breakdown of major expenses:

Roads & Dust Control 
$172,568

26.0%

Buildings & Grounds
$100,602

15.2%

Trash Pickup

$95,782

14.4%

Township Board

$33,749

5.1%

Assessor


$30,110

4.5%

Treasurer’s Office

$23,214

3.5%

Cemetery

$21,453

3.2%

Planning & Zoning
$18,265

2.8%

Clerk’s Office

$16,344

2.5%

Supervisor

$15,125

2.3%

Recreation

$13,298

2.0%

Insurance & Bonds
$11,272

1.7%

Drains At Large

$8,538

1.3%

Attorney


$7,218

1.1%

Streetlights

$5,778

0.9%

Permits

Livingston County Health Dept.

The Health Department offers childhood immunizations on a walk in basis on Wednesdays from 8:30am to 4:30pm with extended hours until 7pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month. They offer all childhood immunizations and many immunizations for adults. There is a charge for immunization.

They also offer, Hearing & Vision Screening, HIV Testing, and information on the WIC program, Influenza, Communicable Disease Control and Children’s Special Health Care Services.

The Health Dept also has a lot of useful information and resources in its web site www.lchd.org. Questions? Call the Health Department at 517-546-9850.

Large Item Trash Day  May 7, 2011!

Note: No trash day scheduled for Fall 2010

The board scheduled a large-item trash day for the spring of 2011. The purpose is to allow only our residents to dispose of old appliances, furniture and other items too large for regular trash service. (NOTE: propane tanks, fuel tanks, broken concrete, rocks, batteries, barrels and cans of paint cannot be taken.) We urge the residents to use these trash days to clean up the roads and ditches in the township. The 2011 trash day will be held on Saturday, May 7, 2010 with hours from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. at the Cohoctah Township Park at Allen and Preston Roads. Enter off of Allen. Appliances with Freon will be accepted but we must charge $15 for each in order to properly dispose of them. There is no charge to residents for other items; we will be recycling tires so keep them separated. In order to make the process go faster, please try to organize your loads so that metal items are separated from the other trash and put on the back of your load so that they can be taken off first. Volunteers are always needed; call Bill Thurner at 517-546-8307 if you would like to help! 

Bill Thurner

Cohoctah Township

6950 Owosso Rd

Fowlerville MI 48836

TRASH PICK-UP FORM INSIDE!

